
WELCOME TO WORSHIP! 

THE BEST IS YET TO COME FOR THE BELIEVER
Saints Triumphant Sunday
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ST. PAUL’S EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH  |  Wisconsin Rapids, WI

November 17, 2019

WELCOME TO WORSHIP

If you are a visitor to our church, we extend you a warm welcome. It’s encouraging to see 
parents bring their families to worship the Lord. If your child is restless, you can use the 
Family Room to calm your child.  Restrooms are located in the hallways along either side 
of the Worship Center. For those with special needs, large print copies of the service and 
listening devices are available from the ushers. One of our ushers or greeters can help you 
find the restrooms, family room or answer your other questions.

SERVICE NOTES FOR THIS SUNDAY

Last week, we took a closer look at the difficulties we experience as residents of this sin-
filled world. Thankfully, our residence here is only temporary; heaven is our home. As 
we remember those who have fallen asleep in Christ, we look at what they are now 
enjoying in the glories of heaven. We also look forward to when Jesus will bring us into 
the realm of eternity, where we will fully see the joys of heaven.

The liturgical color* for this Sunday is white, which points us to the perfect glory of heaven 
now enjoyed by those who have died in faith.

Today’s service includes a celebration of the Sacrament of Holy Communion. For personal 
preparation, consider using page 156 in the front of the hymnal.  

COPYRIGHT INFORMATION
Scripture quotations marked (NIV84) are taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION . 
NIV. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by Biblica, Inc.TM  Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.

Hymns and liturgy marked CW can be found in the red hymnals in the pew racks, Christian Worship: A Lutheran 
Hymnal.  Common Service. Words and Music. © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved.  
Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-719903 
728 “Jerusalem the Golden” Text, Tune & Setting: public domain.

* The liturgical color is found on the pastor's stole and the piece of cloth hanging from the pulpit.
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THE COMMON SERVICE  
The common service is a version of the historic liturgy of the Christian church.                                                                                                                                                                                                          

WELCOME

OPENING SONG Songs of Praise the Angels Sang| CW 222

Please stand.
INVOCATION
Minister (M): In the name of the Father and 

of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Congregation (C): Amen.

CONFESSION OF SINS
M: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God 

our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 
forgiveness.

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have 
disobeyed you in my thoughts, words and actions.  I have done what is evil and 
failed to do what is good.  For this I deserve your punishment both now and in 
eternity.  But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, 
I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be 
the atoning sacrifice for our sins.  Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his 
authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son † and 
of the Holy Spirit.

C:  Amen. 

RESPONSE TO FORGIVENESS
M:   In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. | CW p.16

Sunday: SONG BY JUNIOR CHOIR God of Grace

We cannot approach God without 
having our sins forgiven. He is holy 

and we are not. Confession assures us 
of a clean slate before God and prepares 

us for worship, hearing God’s Word, 
and receiving the Lord’s Supper.
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Monday: GLORY BE TO GOD
C:   ♫ Glory be to God on high, and on earth peace, good will toward men.

We praise you, we bless you, we worship you,
We glorify you, we give thanks to you, for your great glory,
O Lord God, heav’nly King, God the Father almighty.
O Lord, the only begotten Son, Jesus Christ;
O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
You take away the sin of the world; receive our prayer.
You sit at the right hand of God the Father; have mercy on us.
For you only are holy; you only are the Lord.
You only, O Christ, with the Holy Spirit,
Are most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen. ♫

PRAYER OF THE DAY
M: Let us pray.

Almighty God and Savior, you have set the final day and hour when we shall be 
delivered from this world of sin and death. Keep us ever watchful for the coming 
of your Son that we may sit with him and all your holy ones at the marriage feast 
in heaven; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C:  Amen.
Be seated.

The Word

FIRST LESSON Isaiah 65:17-25
The new heavens and earth will be nothing like the former things.
After the reading, the announcement is made: 
M: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!
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RESPONSIVE READING - SAINTS TRIUMPHANT REMEMBERED
M:   I am the resurrection and the life.  He who believes in me will live, even though he dies;

C:  And whoever lives and believes in me will never die.  (John 11:25-26 NIV)

M: Kathleen “Kitt” Metz ~ December 6, 2018

M: Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, 
where Christ is seated at the right hand of God. 

C: Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things.  (Colossians 3:1-2 NIV) 
M: Clair “Pat” Heidemann ~ December 18, 2018  

M: I know that my Redeemer lives, and that in the end he will stand upon the earth.

C: And after my skin has been destroyed, yet in my flesh I will see God.  (Job 19:25-26 NIV) 

M: Victor Kulhanek ~ February 15, 2019

M: I tell you the truth, whoever hears my word and believes in him who sent me has 
eternal life and will not be condemned;

C: He has crossed over from death to life.  (John 5:24 NIV) 

M: Amelia Beamish ~ March 8, 2019

M: I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.

C: Now there is in store for me the crown of righteousness.  (2 Timothy 4:7-8 NIV) 

M: Laura Olds ~ March 20, 2019

M: For none of us lives to himself alone and none of us dies to himself alone.  If we 
live, we live to the Lord; and if we die, we die to the Lord.

C: So, whether we live or die, we belong to the Lord.  (Romans 14:7-8 NIV)

M: Sally Johnson ~ April 4, 2019  

M: Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.

C: I tell you the truth, today you will be with me in paradise.  (Luke 23:42-43 NIV)

M: Richard Lau ~ April 28, 2019

M: Brothers, we do not want you to be ignorant about those who fall asleep, or to 
grieve like the rest of men, who have no hope.  

C: We believe that Jesus died and rose again and so we believe that God will bring 
with Jesus those who have fallen asleep in him. (1 Thessalonians 4:13-14 NIV) 

M: Arnold Payne ~ July 10, 2019  
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M: In that day they will say, "Surely this is our God;
C: We trusted in him, and he saved us!" (Isaiah 25:9 NIV)

M: William Wittrock ~ July 24, 2019  
M: My flesh and my heart may fail, 
C: but God is the strength of my heart and my portion forever.  (Psalm 73:26 NIV)

M: Russell Miller ~ August 9, 2019  
M: Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will all be changed—in a 

flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. 
C: For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be 

changed.  (1 Corinthians 15:51-52 NIV)

M: Janis Wills ~ September 1, 2019
M: For the wages of sin is death, 
C: but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. (Romans 6:23 NIV)

M: Carmen Kissner ~ September 23, 2019 
M: When Christ, who is your life, appears,
C: then you also will appear with him in glory. (Colossians 3:4 NIV)

M: Thomas Kroll ~ September 25, 2019
M: Be faithful, even to the point of death, 
C: and I will give you the crown of life. (Revelation 2:10 NIV)

M: Mildred “Mitzi” Casey ~ November 1, 2019

SECOND LESSON Revelation 22:1-5
Further description of the City of God shows just how much better things will be in heaven.
After the reading, the announcement is made:

M: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God! 

Please stand.
GOSPEL LESSON Luke 20:27-40
Believers are God's children of the resurrection.
After the Gospel, the announcement is made:

M: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C:  Praise be to you, O Christ!
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CONFESSION OF FAITH The Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 
that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made.  For us and for our 
salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin 
Mary, and became fully human.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 
He suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with 
the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will 
have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian 
and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.       
We look for the resurrection of the dead 
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Be seated. 

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE  
The children are invited to come forward for an object lesson. 

HYMN OF THE DAY                               Jerusalem the Golden |CW 728
The Junior Choir will sing the first verse.

This 12th century hymn, first 
conceived by Bernard of Cluny, depicts 
an idyllic, heavenly scene. The tune is 

from Gustav Holst’s “The Planets, Op. 
32: IV. Jupiter, the Bringer of Jollity.”
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SERMON -  WHAT IS HEAVEN LIKE?
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Please stand.
RESPONSE                                       | CW p.20
    ♫   Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 

Cast me not away from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from me.
Restore unto me the joy of your salvation, and uphold me with your free Spirit. 
Amen.  ♫

Be seated.

OFFERING
St. Paul’s members offer their first and their best to their Savior in order to 
support the sharing of the Gospel through our church and our worldwide church 
body, the WELS.  Our guests do not need to feel obligated to participate.  We ask 
that everyone, guests and members, sign the Friendship Register, which will be 
passed out during the offering.  If the gospel message has moved you to give and 
you would like an electronic option, you can scan this QR code with your mobile 
phone.  It will connect you with our website’s giving page.

VIDEO – A Giving God

Please stand. 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done 
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread; forgive us our sins, as we 
forgive those who sin against us; lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

The Sacrament of Holy Communion

PREFACE |CW p. 21
M: The Lord be with you.
C: ♫  And also with you.
M: Lift up your hearts. 
C: ♫  We lift them up unto the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.
C: ♫ It is good and right so to do.

In place of our usual musical offering, 
devotional videos will encourage us as 
we carry out the giving portion of the 

10 for 10 emphasis.
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M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you 
thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who preserves his Church to the end of time when he will come again as 
king to judge all people and take his own to glory. Therefore, with all the saints on 
earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song:

C: ♫ Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of heavenly hosts: | CW p. 22
Heav’n and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he, blessed is he, 
blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. ♫

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 

given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is 
my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all 
of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 
forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always. | CW p.23
C:  ♫ Amen.

C:  ♫ O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away
the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
O Christ, Lamb of God, You take away 
the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away 
the sin of the world; grant us your peace. Amen.  ♫

Please be seated and await the direction of the ushers.

The communicant members of our congregation will be invited to receive the Lord’s Supper.  Because the Bible has 
convinced us that Jesus’ body and blood are present in the sacrament, and that receiving the sacrament together is 
a public statement of oneness in our beliefs and commitment, we ask our guests to speak with the pastor prior to 
communing.  We don’t want to be presumptuous and put you in the position of stating your agreement with our 
convictions before we’ve had an opportunity to explain and prove them from Scripture.  The pastor would be happy 
to explore our convictions with you, on the basis of God’s Word, so that you might commune with us in the future!

As Luther reminds us, 
“Our Lord is at one and 
the same time chef, cook, 
butler, host, and food”.
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THE DISTRIBUTION
If you are in need of gluten free wafers or grape juice, please ask for directions from an usher.

DISTRIBUTION HYMN I’m But a Stranger Here | CW 417
Jesus Christ, My Sure Defense | CW 167

Please stand.
THANKSGIVING  | CW p.24
C: ♫ Lord, now you let your servant depart in peace according to your word. 

For my eyes have seen your salvation, 
which you have prepared before the face of all people, 
a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of your people Israel. ♫

M: O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.
C:  ♫ And his mercy endures forever.
M: Let us pray together.
C: O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving kindness you sent your 

Son to share our humanity. We thank you that through him you have given us 
pardon and peace in this sacrament. We also pray that you will not forsake us but 
will rule our hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit so that we willingly serve you 
day after day, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

M: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and † give you peace. 

C:   ♫ Amen.  Amen.  Amen. ♫

Be seated.
CLOSING HYMN Lord, When Your Glory I Shall See | CW 219

This verse was originally the sixth verse of the Lent hymn “A Lamb 
Goes Uncomplaining Forth” in The Lutheran Hymnal, published 

originally in 1941. When Christian Worship (our current hymnal) 
was assembled, that verse was removed. A member of the hymnal 

committee, Pastor Kurt Eggert, wrote this new tune so that the verse 
would be preserved. This hymn has since become a staple of Wisconsin 

Lutheran Seminary’s chorus, sung at the close of every appearance.
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TAKE HOME QUESTIONS

1. Isaiah is filled with word pictures of both destruction and restoration (ultimately, 
hell and heaven). Isaiah 11 and 35 are chapters much like Isaiah 65. Read those other 
two chapters, comparing and contrasting Isaiah’s picture of heaven. You can also do 
this with different chapters of Revelation.

2. In Luke 20, the Sadducees tried to trick Jesus into slipping up on a marriage 
question. Instead of playing along, what does Jesus draw their attention to? How 
might this help us in sharing our faith?

3. This is an interesting thought: think about what was created on the first and fourth 
days of creation, noting especially the order in which they were created. Now read 
Revelation 22:5. What strikes you about how things will be in the perfection of 
heaven?

4. All of the readings today were extremely comforting. Normally we rest when we are 
comfortable. In our spiritual rest, however, what would be some God-pleasing 
things to do with this comfort?
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

THIS SUNDAY’S BIBLE STUDY
“The heavenly minded are of no earthly good” 

and “Christians have to look more saved if I am to believe in their Savior” 
Join us in the cafeteria from 9:15 to 10:15 a.m.

CALL MEETING ON MONDAY Nov. 18 | 7:30 PM

We will continue to call an associate pastor this Monday, Nov. 18 at 7:30 PM. We hope 
you will attend and keep this calling process in your prayers.

NEED TIME WITHOUT THE KIDS Dec. 7 | 8:45-11:45 AM

Do you want to shop, wrap gifts, bake cookies, or just relax without the kids? On Saturday, 
Dec. 7, you can have the morning to yourself. Drop off your children at Christmas for 
Kids.  We will keep them busy, and they will hear about the birth of our Savior.  You also 
have the option of staying for lunch.  There is childcare for 1 & 2 year olds, and crafts, 
games & music for the older ones. You can pre-register at our website, or pick up a form 
from the Ministry Table in the Welcome Center.

HELP SHARE THE CHRISTMAS MESSAGE Dec. 7

You can help out busy parents and share the Christmas message with their kids by 
volunteering for Christmas for Kids. This mini-VBS-type event will be held on the 
morning of Saturday, Dec. 7. We need people to shepherd groups to and from activity 
stations, station leaders, a lunch crew, and more. You can sign up at the Ministry Table in 
the Welcome Center or look for the link under the Serve tab on our website.

ADVENT BY CANDLELIGHT: WOMEN’S EVENT Dec. 8 | 6:00 PM

We still need a couple of table hostesses for An Evening with Isaiah. You can host a table 
by yourself or with a friend! The theme is red & white. If you are interested in attending, 
but don't want to host a table, we would love to have you as our guest! You may sign up 
at the Ministry Table in the Welcome Center. Please be sure to include your phone number 
and/or email so that we can keep in touch. We look forward to seeing you there!
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HIRING: PART-TIME JANITORIAL WORKER

We are in need of someone to daily clean the restrooms, hallways and more.  This position 
is for 20 hours per week. For more information, please contact Fred Camacho at 715-323-
4566 or facjac@charter.net. 

LEND US YOUR GARLAND & POINSETTIAS

The Decorating Committee would like to borrow unlit garland (the longer, the better) for 
this year’s Christmas decorations. They would also like to borrow pots of deep-red silk 
poinsettias. Please do not buy something to donate, we do not have room to store these 
things. If you have items we can borrow, please bring them to church by November 30, 
when the decorations will be put up. Questions? Contact Veronica Klish at 715-421-3607.

PIES AND SOUP STILL AVAILABLE

The Willing Workers want to help you with your holiday planning.  There are many pies 
and soups still available for purchase.  Choose apple pies (crumb-crust or double-crust) 
or pumpkin pies for only $11 each to serve to unexpected guests or to top off that holiday 
meal.  Or warm up with some potato chowder or chicken soup for only $7 each.  We also 
have additional frozen cranberry/orange relish ($3) and applesauce ($1.50).  Stop by the 
office any time staff is available to pick up these items to make your meal planning easier.

SCRIP FOR GIFT GIVING

For a limited time, the scrip center is offering lower denomination cards on some favorite 
brands. These are perfect holiday gifts for kids, teachers, mail carriers or others who 
deserve a special treat.  The cards are available until Dec. 23 or while supplies last. 
Available in $5 cards are Barnes & Noble, Blimpie, Panera Bread, Starbucks, and Taco Bell. 
Available in $10 cards are Amazon, Applebee’s, CVS Pharmacy, Red Lobster, Home 
Depot, iHop, Meijer, Outback Steakhouse, Safeway, and Walmart. If you wish to order 
any of these, just write in the amount on your scrip order form, or order through 
shopwithscrip.com.

ATTENDANCE & OFFERING REPORT 
Last Week’s Attendance: 240 Year-to-date average attendance: 244

From July 1, 2019 to November 8, 2019
Actual ministry income: $400,723
Actual cost of ministry:           $414,139  Mortgage balance:                 $1,443,485



15

CALENDAR                     November 17-24

SUNDAY 8:00 AM Worship 
9:00 AM Bible Study in the cafeteria
9:15 AM Sunday School for grades 4K-6 in Room 106

10:30 AM Worship
 6:30 PM Leadership Council

MONDAY 6:30 PM Willing Workers in the Dining Room
6:30 PM Worship
7:30 PM Call Meeting

TUESDAY 6:45 AM Men’s Bible Study at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop
9:45 AM Women Walking in the Word in the Resource Center

WEDNESDAY  9:00 AM Chapel Service
5:30 PM Handbells in the Balcony 
6:30 PM Bible Book Group in the Bible Study Room
6:30 PM Catechism Class in the Bible Study Room
6:30 PM Choir in the balcony
7:00 pm Contemporary Choir in the balcony

THURSDAY 7:00 AM Men’s Small Group at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop
1:00 PM Newsletter Assembly in the Volunteer Workroom
6:00 PM Men’s Devotional Basketball in the gym
6:30 PM A People Close to God in the Resource Center

SUNDAY 8:00 AM Worship 
9:00 AM Bible Study in the cafeteria
9:15 AM Sunday School for grades 4K-6 in Room 106

10:30 AM Worship

UPCOMING EVENTS 
Nov. 27    Thanksgiving Worship at 6:30PM
Nov. 28 Thanksgiving Worship at 9:30AM
Nov. 30 Decorating for Christmas  
Dec. 7 Christmas for Kids
Dec. 8 Advent by Candlelight       
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